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FRIDAY STREAM 1 – ZOO  

Conference Room One 

 

Time FRIDAY STREAM 1 – ZOO HEALTH  
 
 

Abstract 
 

Abstract 
08:00   Registration  
09:00  Welcome by the BVZS President  

 Session 1 ZOO HEALTH & NURSING (Chair:  Elliott Simpson-Brown)  

09:05 Jon Haycock  Plenary Talk:  VMD Overview: Paws, Claws, and Legal Jaws, 
Feathers, Fangs & Fine Print – the VMR in exotic, zoo & wildlife 
practice 

1 

09:50 Lauren Valentine 
 

 Roundtable:  Schedule 3 in zoo, wildlife and exotics 2 

10:35  MORNING BREAK  
 Session 2 ZOO HEALTH (Chair: Nathalie Wissink-Argilaga)  
11:00 
 

Sarah Chapman & 
Jen Quayle 

 Roundtable:  Importing zoo animals: how to avoid the pitfalls 3 

11:30 Charlotte Bentley A case series of otitis in Short-Eared Elephant Shrews 
(Macroscelides proboscideus) in a single zoological collection 

4 

11:45 Ian Ashpole Anaesthesia of Rio Cauca Caecilians (Typhlonectes natans) using 
tricaine methanesulfonate (MS-222) immersion 

5 

12:00 Fieke Molenaar Elephant tusk trauma: current therapy 6 

12:15 Amarra Mossman Review of cardiac pathology in UK-based captive non-domestic 
felids 

7 

12:30  LUNCH  
 Session 3 ZOO HEALTH (Chair: Sarah Chapman) 

Sponsored by BattLab 
 

13:55 BattLab Sponsor talk  
14:00 Matt Brash  Plenary Talk:  Navigating the New Standards: what every vet 

working with zoos needs to know 
8 

14:45 Natalia Bednarska Pathological case series of 23 captive wild felids from a UK 
sanctuary closed after owner prosecution 

9 

15:00 Tullis Matson Frozen futures: How cryopreservation can enhance wildlife 
conservation 

10 

15:15  AFTERNOON BREAK  
 Session 4 ZOO HEALTH (Chair: Charlotte Bentley) 

Sponsored by IZVG 
 

 

15:55 IZVG Sponsor talk  
16:00 Matthew Siddle & 

Mark Stidworthy 
Retrospective analysis of mortality causes and co-morbidity 
patterns in captive ring-tailed lemurs (Lemur catta): A 21-year 
review from UK zoological collections 

11 

16:15 IZVG IZVG Pathology quiz with a twist 12 

17:00  Concluding remarks & details on mentor mixer  

17:30-  ICEBREAKER AND STUDENT-MENTOR MIXER  
Conference Aston 

 

18:30  Conference Aston  
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FRIDAY STREAM 2 – NURSING 

Syndicate Rooms 144/145

 

 

 

 

 

Time 

 

 

 

 

FRIDAY Stream 2:  ZOO, WILDLIFE AND EXOTIC PET NURSING 

 

Abstract 

08:00   Registration  

09:00  Welcome by the BVZS Council Nurse Representatives  

 Session 5 ZOO HEALTH & NURSING (Chair:  Elliott Simpson-Brown) 

(Conference Room  1) 

 

09:05 Jon Haycock   Plenary Talk:  VMD Overview: Paws, Claws, and Legal Jaws, 

Feathers, Fangs & Fine Print – the VMR in exotic, zoo & 

wildlife practice 

1 

09:50 Lauren Valentine 

 

 Roundtable:  Schedule 3 in zoo, wildlife and exotics 2 

10:35  MORNING BREAK  

 Session 6 NURSING (Chair: Lauren Valentine)  

11:00 

 

Jordana Carbis  Roundtable:  Reproduction, reproduction, reproduction! A 

roundtable discussion of nursing considerations for reptile 

patients with reproductive disease. 

13 

11:45 Hellen Harris  Masterclass:   My life as a zoo RVN .....skills I've learnt 14 

12:15 Samantha Ashfield Multi-modal management of a non-healing bite wound in a 
chimpanzee foot (pan troglodytes) 
 

15 

12:30  LUNCH  

 Session 7 NURSING (Chair: Abi Edis) 

Sponsored by Veterinary Practice Hygiene Ltd 

 

13:55 Veterinary Practice 
Hygiene Ltd 

Sponsor talk  

14:00 Lauren Valentine  Roundtable:  A discussion on the obstacles facing nurses 
breaking into research 

16 

14:45 Lauren Valentine  Masterclass:  A review of the efficacy of analgesia and 

anaesthesia options for Chelonioidae vs other Testudines 

17 

15:15  AFTERNOON BREAK  

 Session 8 NURSING (Chair: Lizzie Bailey)  

16:00 Teresa Horspool The long and the short of it, Giraffe anaesthetic procedure 18 

16:15 IZVG IZVG Pathology quiz with a twist (Conference Room 1) 12 

17:00  Concluding remarks  

17:30-

18:30 

 ICEBREAKER AND STUDENT-MENTOR MIXER  

Conference Aston 
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SATURDAY STREAM 1 – WILDLIFE 

Conference Room One  

Time SATURDAY Stream 1: WILDLIFE HEALTH 

 

Abstract 

 08:15   Registration  

09:15  Welcome by BVZS Conference Coordinator  
 Session 9 WILDLIFE HEALTH (Chair: Dylan Yaffy)  

09:00 Liam Reid  Pulmonary verminous granulomata caused by Filaroides martis 

in a European Pine Marten (Martes martes) in Central Scotland. 

19 

09:15 Hannah Hayter Morphological description of appendicular dysostoses, including 

ectrodactyly, in a wild European hedgehog (Erinaceus europaeus) 

20 

09:30 Mariella Hartley Adiposity and comorbidities associated with obesity in English 
squirrels 

21 

09:45 Joe Heaver SGAR Wars: The extent and effects of secondary anticoagulant 
rodenticide exposure in native British predators 

22 

10:00 Mariana Santos Update on the vector-borne radar project – findings on the 
presence of Usutu and West Nile Viruses in the UK 

23 

10:15 Elliott Simpson-
Brown 

Big Cat Country: A vet’s role in conservation of jaguars and 
pumas in Belize (the highs and lows) 

24 

10:30  MORNING BREAK & POSTER SESSION 

 

 

 Session 10 WILDLIFE HEALTH (Chair: Bev Panto)  

11:00 Sara Shopland Part 1 - Why do waterfowl die? A 5-year mortality review at 
WWT Slimbridge 

25 

11:15 Michelle O’Brien Part 2 - Emerging diseases of Anseriformes in the UK 26 

11:30 Jennifer Cantlay APHA diseases of wildlife scheme: Recent mass mortality 
investigations 

27 

11:45 Joe Heaver &  
Liam Reid 

Seal-ing their fate: Prognostic indicators in juvenile grey seals 
(Halichoerus grypus) undergoing rehabilitation 

28 

12:00  BVZS AGM & VIC SIMPSON MEMORIAL AWARDS  

13:00  LUNCH 

 

 

 
 Session 11 WILDLIFE HEALTH (Chair: Michelle O’Brien) 

Sponsored by VPG 

 

13:55 VPG Sponsor Talk  
14:00 

 

Jon Haycock 
 

 Plenary Talk:  From dart guns to data sheets – a VMD Q&A – 

what do you want to know? 

29 

14:45 Phillipa Dobbs & 

Matthew Rendle 

Capacity sharing in Ghana performing health checks on 11 white-

naped mangabeys (Cercocebus lunulatus) 

30 

15:00 Lana Rogan  Vic Award Winner   Prostatic corpora amylacea in wild leporids 
in the United Kingdom 

31 

15:15 Sanya Nihalani  Vic Award Winner   Pathological review of cardiomyopathies in 

the UK red fox (Vulpes vulpes) 

32 

15:30  AFTERNOON BREAK  
 Session 12 WILDLIFE HEALTH (Chair: Liam Reid)  

16:00 Katherine Hughes Mastophorus muris infection in a zoo-managed colony of 

Eurasian harvest mice maintained as part of a local release 

project. 

33 

16:15 Katherine Hughes Adiaspiromycosis in free-living wildlife in Cambridgeshire, UK 34 

16:30 Dylan Yaffy & 

Stuart Patterson 

 Roundtable:  How can we teach undergraduates about wildlife 
disease surveillance? 
 

35 

17:00  Concluding remarks  
18:30  DINNER, QUIZ & ENTERTAINMENT 

Conference Aston Private Dining Area 
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SATURDAY STREAM 2 – EXOTIC PETS & ZOO 

Syndicate Rooms 144/145 

  

Time SATURDAY Stream 2: EXOTIC PETS AND ZOO HEALTH  

 

Abstract 
 08:15   Registration  

09:00  Welcome by BVZS President  
 Session 13 ZOO HEALTH (Chair: Ian Ashpole) 

 

 

09:00 Sarah Jayne Smith  Roundtable   Moral injury in zoo vets – what is it and what can 
we do about it? 

36 

09:45 Lisa Sedlaczek Successful management of an indwelling nasogastric feeding 
tube for critical care of a neonatal common hippopotamus: a 
case report 

37 

10:00 Matyas Liptovszky Acute stress elevates pro-inflammatory cytokines in captive 
Chimpanzees 

38 

10:15 Jade Bolt Retrospective mortality review of four species of Mauremys 
Turtle in European association of zoos and aquaria (EAZA) 
member institutions between 2014 and 2024 

39 

10:30  MORNING BREAK & POSTER SESSION   

 Session 14 ZOO HEALTH (Chair: Matt Siddle)  

11:00 Ian Ashpole Talk: diagnosis and treatment of Choleoeimeria sp. Infection in a 

blue tree monitor (Varanus macraei) 

40 

11:15 Sam Prescott Talk: Selenium toxicity as a cause of embryonic death in a falcon 

breeding project 

41 

11:30 Sam Ecroyd & Kit 
Heawood 

 Masterclass:  “My hands smell like reindeer dick” – Assisted 
reproductive technologies in free-ranging Scottish reindeer 
(Rangifer tarandus) 

42 

12:00 BVZS AGM BVZS AGM & VIC SIMPSON MEMORIAL AWARDS 

Conference Room One 

 

13:00  LUNCH  

 Session 15 EXOTIC PETS (NTCA) Chair: Molly Varga) 

Sponsored by Vetario 

 

 

13:55 Vetario Sponsor talk  
14:00 Jon Haycock  Plenary Talk:  From dart guns to data sheets – a VMD Q&A – 

what do you want to know? (Conference Room 1) 

29 

14:45 Benjamin Kennedy Reference intervals for plasma biochemisty of haemolymph in 
Desert Hairy Scorpion (Hadrurus arizonensis) under isoflurane 
chemical restraint. 

43 

15:00 Gianluca Deli Invertebrates addiction: Isopods (from a vet point-of-view) 44 

15:15 Hannah Maria 

Clark 

Bacterial meningoencephalitis secondary to bronchopneumonia 

as a causative agent for seizures in a companion guinea pig 

45 

15:30  AFTERNOON BREAK  

 Session 16 EXOTIC PETS (Chair: Agata Witkowska) 

Sponsored by Adaptix 

 

15:55 Adaptix Sponsor talk  

16:00 Vicki Baldrey Talk: A retrospective analysis of 18 cases of zinc toxicosis in 

psittacine birds 

46 

16.15 Mark Naguib  Masterclass:  A practical approach to the vomiting bird – triage, 

diagnostics, medicine and surgery 

47 

17:00  Concluding remarks  

18:30  DINNER, QUIZ & ENTERTAINMENT 

Conference Aston Private Dining Area 
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SUNDAY STREAM 1 – EXOTIC PETS 

Conference Room One 

 

 

  

Time SUNDAY Stream 1: EXOTIC PET (NTCA) HEALTH 

 

Abstract 
 

08:15   Registration  

09.00  Welcome by BVZS President 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Session 17 EXOTIC PETS (NTCAs) (Chair: Mark Naguib)  

09:05 Emily Gover Surgical treatment of aural cholesteatoma in a Mongolian 
Gerbil (Meriones unguiculatis) 

48 

09:20 Agata Witkowska First reported case of vaginal hyperplasia in a pet mouse (Mus 
musculus) responsive to ovariohysterectomy 

49 

09:35 Vicki Baldrey  Roundtable   Management and decision-making for acute 
abdominal disease in pet rabbits 

50 

10:15 John Chitty &  
Mary Coles 

Founding guinea pig welfare UK: collaborative solutions for an 
overlooked companion animal 

51 

10:30  MORNING BREAK 

 

 

 Session 18 EXOTIC PETS (NTCAs) (Chair: Sonya Miles)  

11:00 Colin Clarke Colonic anaplastic soft tissue sarcoma in a Western Hognose 
Snake (Heterodon nasicus) 

52 

11:15 Mary Coles Surveillance of Streptococcus equi subspecies zooepidemicus 

in UK guinea pigs 

53 

11:30 Isobel Day Scales nails and tails: presenting complaints of bearded 

dragons (Pogona vitticeps) in UK veterinary practices  

54 

11:45 Gianluca Deli Could we use Qualitative Behavioural Assessment within 

veterinary practices to enhance the welfare of our exotic 

patients? A discussion of the potential benefits and limitations 

55 

12:00 Piers Seal  Surgical excision and long-term outcome of a soft tissue 

sarcoma in an African Pygmy Hedgehog (Atelerix albiventris) 

56 

12:15 Agata Witkowska, 

Mark Naguib & 

Sonya Miles 

 Roundtable   Complex, Chronic, and Confounding; Challenging 
Case Conundrums 

57 

13:00  LUNCH 

 

 

 

 

 Session 21 JOINT SESSION (Chair: Elliott Simpson-Brown) 

 

 

13:45 

 

Agata Witkowska BVZS Journal Club: this years’ best scientific paper 65 

14:30 Liz Mullineaux BVA good and great veterinary workplaces 66 

15:00 Bev Panto Position Statement Update 67 

15:15  PRIZE GIVING AND FAREWELL  
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 SUNDAY STREAM 2 – STUDENT & NEW GRAD 

Syndicate Rooms 144/145 

 

 

  

Time SUNDAY Stream 2: STUDENT/NEW GRADUATE 

Syndicate Rooms 144/145 

Abstract 
number 

08:15   Registration  

09.00  Welcome by the BVZS Student/New Graduate Representative  

 Session 19 STUDENT/NEW GRADUATE (Chair: Lauren Valentine)  

09:05 Nicole Mann  Masterclass:  Basic avian triage and emergency care 58 

09:35 Colin Clarke  Masterclass:  That’s-a-lotl! A logical approach to amphibian 
cases in practice 

59 

10:05 Tom Ingleton  Masterclass:  New graduate exotic case series 60 

10:30  MORNING BREAK  

 Session 20 STUDENT/NEW GRADUATE (Chair: Bev Panto)  

11:00 Helen Inzani  Masterclass:  An introduction to radiographic positioning and 
interpretation in common avian species 

61 

11:30 Michaela Betts  Masterclass:  A beginners guide to radiographic positioning 
and interpretation in common small mammal species 

62 

12:00 
 

 

Gianluca Deli  Masterclass:  The ethical downside to keeping a reptile in a 
vivarium 

63 

12:30 Amelia Hubbard  Roundtable   Veterinary patients and the ethical debate 64 

13:00  LUNCH 

 

 

 

 

 Session 21 JOINT SESSION (Chair: Elliott Simpson-Brown) 

Conference Room One 

 

13:45 

 

Agata Witkowska BVZS Journal Club: this years’ best scientific paper 65 

14:30 Liz Mullineaux BVA good and great veterinary workplaces 66 

15:00 Bev Panto Position Statement Update 67 

15:15  PRIZE GIVING AND FAREWELL  


